Experimental mastitis caused by Mycoplasma bovigenitalium and M. canadense in the ewe.
Twelve strains of M. bovigenitalium and two of three strains of M. canadense caused an infection resulting in a pathogenic effect when experimentally inoculated into the ovine mammary gland. Differences in the pathogenesis were quantified by the duration of continuous mycoplasma excretion and the duration of high milk cell levels, but variation in the susceptability of the experimental animals prevented the establishment of firm conclusions on the relative virulence of the strains. Seven M. bovigenitalium and two M. canadense strains were eventually eliminated naturally from the infected glands, but four M. bovigenitalium strain infections ultimately became sub-clinical with intermittent mycoplasma excretion and low milk cell levels.